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Just lately, in one of our big cities, an eighteen year old youth was sentenced to life in prison. He
admitted to thirty transgressions against morality. What brought about his downfall? Let him tell you
himself: “I worked for a man who was engaged in the sale of immoral literature. | was only twelve years
old and | became engrossed in reading these erotic magazines. Our society calls me now a sexual
pervert. Well, this guy did everything he could to make me that. Instead of me, he should be put into
prison, but he is free and is prospering while he continues selling this filthy literature and is making
others the same as he made me.”

Now do you understand what an influence the reading of filthy literature with sexual content
exerts on young people? Now, can you parents recognize that your care, protection and your continuous
and vigilant watchfulness are essential in taking care of your children so that they would grow up to
bring you joy, to give glory to God, to be of help to their neighbor and to bring good fortune upon
themselves?

In reality, the family home is a small world in itself. It is the first world for every child. It is
exactly here, in this world, that the child should begin to learn all the virtues which strengthen and
ennoble a person and bring him happiness. The virtues he must learn are those required not only by
God, but also by every honest person. Among these virtues, respect for law and authority does not have
secondary value. They include not only the authority of God and God’s laws but also the authority and
rules of parents plus that of civil authorities and civil laws. The parents have the serious obligation of
instilling in the minds of their children an understanding that these orders or laws are sacred. They must
be made to understand that they must not only listen to these commands respectfully, but they must do
what they command for otherwise confusion and disorder will reign.

If a child in his parents’ home learns obedience and respect for parental authority, then when he
matures he will know how to respect all laws. In a word, he will be a righteous person. On the other
hand, if a child does not learn from childhood to respect parental authority, to obey and fulfill the
commands of his father and mother, as he grows up he will not recognize any authority nor will he
comply with any laws and he will become a pervert, a derelict and a criminal.

All parents must remember that it is not enough just to teach all of this respect for law and
authority to their children. They must also be an example of this for their children. The present war is
being waged above all for the good of future generations. Everything becomes senseless and
meaningless if we neglect our children and raise them in a playful way so that they do not understand
the meaning of orderliness, obedience and the recognition of authority. Woe to that society and nation
which will be made up of citizens who are under the impression that they need not acknowledge any
authority over themselves and that they can live happily without any laws and without any obedience
because that’s how they once lived in their family home.
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| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Here in Buffalo, the administration of Juvenile Court lies in the hands of a Polish Judge, Judge
Victor Wylegala. In September of 1943 | read an article written by him in the newspaper. In it, he
discusses the problem of juvenile delinquency. Among other things he wrote, “Juvenile delinquency is
not a problem which can be thought about in the abstract, analyze under a microscope or in a test tube.
We should never lose sight of the fact that children are only miniature adults. The dividing line or the
boundary between irresponsible childhood and the weak age of a man, between the delinquency of
juveniles and the criminal actions of adults is one of free choice, set down by law. The break- down of
family situations, the mother is forced to work outside the home, the lack of means of recreation all of
these are listed as the main reasons for the majority of problems among juveniles. During these present
times when so much money and energy is needed to carry on the war, there is very little that can be
done to eradicate those three reasons. However, under no circumstances are we permitted to just drop
our hands and say that we will wrestle with these problems after the war. There exists in our young
people an almost inexhaustible supply of energy, intelligence and enthusiasm which under proper
supervision and leadership, can be utilized to overcome the problems which young people create. Not
only that this can be done, but it should be done — NOW!

The first step in creating a society free of crime is the assurance of a morally good and healthy
religious upbringing for every child. Then, providing them with opportunities for healthy activities and
amusements during the times when they are free. | have said this so many times that my friends tease
me and insist that | have a vocation to be a preacher. If this sounds like preaching, it is only because
good behavior depends upon conducting oneself according to good moral principles derived from solid
religious convictions. Bishop John A. Duffy expressed himself saying, “This serious situation demands the
closest cooperation and the most reasonable cooperation of the parents and teachers for the benefit of
the child.”

Another church dignitary wrote, “For many years now we have been convinced that broken
homes are responsible for the fact that so many children are incapable of finding success and happiness
in life. They do not have the courage to face daily difficulties. Therefore, it is highly possible to win this
war and at the same time to educate this stunted generation which will never succeed in rebuilding this
world.”

YOUNG IN YEARS - GROWN-UP IN VICE

Where is the solution and where is the remedy to prevent the waves of crime among the ranks
of teenagers? The answer is short and clear: By the prevention of criminality! We are not talking of the
complete eradication or cancellation of every vice, every offence and all the crimes. That is impossible as
long as this world is where all human beings live. That is one of the visible and tangible gifts from God,
although so seldom acknowledged as such, the gifts of intelligence and free will. From the beginning of
the world, since Paradise, up to the present times, there wasn’t a corner on earth, there was no nation
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without transgressions against the Law, that had not broken the laws of God, the natural law and the
law of the people.

Just as good and evil always existed as did virtue and vice, there always were there are now and
will be the good and the evil, the virtuous and the vicious, those who respect and keep the laws and
those who disregard laws, do not know them and always break them. If there were always people who
were not afraid of hell and broke God’s laws, then, all the more there will always be with us those who
do not fear prison and will break laws made by people, these kinds of people, whether they are caught
in the action or not, are criminals.

| am thinking of how to restrain the waves of crime among teenagers, by crushing certain
tendencies in their very beginning stage. It is easier to prevent every sickness through the use of proper
preventive means rather than to wait until the patient is bedridden and needs to be rescued from death.
By then, it will either be too late or at least this illness will leave certain painful effects on the patient.
Where and when should this preventive cure or this prevention of the increase of evil among the
teenagers begin? Nowhere else but there where there is the source of evil, where the germs of vice are
hatched.

Where is that? At home! Why? Statistics show that the greatest percentage of underage
criminals attribute their downfall to their home surroundings or to their faulty upbringing at home or to
the lack of discipline in their homes. When should this preventive work begin? Must one wait until a
child reaches the age of reason and independently knows the difference between good and evil? That
means when the child is between seven and nine years of age? No, for by then it is already too late. You
must begin when the child has learned to sit in his highchair. Maybe this sounds funny to you but let the
statements of the criminals themselves prove this fact to you.

On December 12, 1943, a prisoner who has been locked behind the high walls of a state prison
for the past eight years wrote to me saying: “1944 is almost here. Just so that this coming year will not
be a repeat of the last eight years, but, on looking back, | must admit that life in prison was a real
blessing for me. Had | not been imprisoned, | would have been dead and buried long ago because |
drank everything that | could lay my hands on. Evidently, | had to learn the hard way, | know what it to
be on the verge of despair. | know, because | was wallowing in the bottomless pits of madness. | paid no
heed to society nor to the advice of my parents and friends. | didn’t know how to listen. | didn’t want to
listen. | willingly take all responsibility for my faults. However, involuntarily, in my prison cell | often
thought about my many transgressions and | asked myself, why didn’t my parents teach me obedience
when | WAS LITTLE? Why didn’t they have the courage to tell me “NO.” They gave me everything. They
allowed me everything. Instead of them giving orders and me obeying them, they allowed just the
opposite to happen. They obeyed and | gave the orders. | was very disobedient at home. Then | was
haughty and disobedient in school. Finally | became the leader of a group of juvenile bandits. We were
convinced that we had a right to everything. We believed that we were clever enough not to fall into the
hands of justice. The rights of others didn’t have the slightest bit of meaning in our eyes. However, in
the end, the law and the authorities caught us. It was only in jail that they convinced me that obedience
is the foundation of order and happiness. That which my parents refused to teach me, the police and jail
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taught me. Such is the public confession of a man who gained more from his stay in jail than he did from
his years of childhood and youth spent in the home of and with his family.

In the state prison of Ohio, a nineteen year old youth is serving a twenty year sentence for
robbery and murder. When he was asked what he considers the first step in the ladder of his multiple
crimes, without any hesitation he answered, “Disobedience, without a doubt. | would not be here today
if my mother had forced me to obey when | was a child. | never did what she commanded unless | felt
like it and she never forced me. At home, | always did as | pleased. | insisted on doing that even beyond
the home. | always wanted to have ‘my way’. When others refused to submit or give in, | had to use
gangster methods, robbery, beatings and threats to overpower them. So, in this way | was able to get
whatever it was that | wanted.” Then he paused for a moment, but then he finally added: “Now | am
behind bars for twenty long years, precisely because at home | was not taught obedience.”

| wonder whether especially if his mother would admit to her share of blame for the downfall of
her son, either because she didn’t want to or because she didn’t know how to insist that her child learn
to obey. What a tragic ending to a career of disobedience.

Another young man incarcerated in that same prison answered directly and sincerely: “They
never taught me to obey at home. They never demanded obedience from me. | was the ‘boss’ at home,
and my parents boasted of this before others. They praised me saying that | knew exactly what | wanted.
In their eyes, | was a clever and grown-up child. When one doesn’t have to obey his parents, then all the
more, there is no respect shown to anyone beyond the home, | know because | was like that. | was
extremely stubborn and insisted on my way both in school and at play. If anyone dared to get in my way,
he was immediately pushed aside. This made a bully of me. | refused to obey every law which denied me
certain things that | wanted, or they forbid the means which | used to get them. That’s why | was caught
by the police. Yes, | would say that the source of my problems goes back to my childhood when nobody
forced me to obey.” It is these seemingly insignificant caprices of disobedience in childhood that form
the rungs in the ladder of further excesses, escapades and crimes in later years.

Not too long ago, a young sixteen year old girl was arrested along with a gang of young
gangsters. When she was questioned as to what led her to such a gangster career, she replied without
any hesitation; “Disobedience when | was a kid. My mother never taught me to carry out her
commands. Why? Because she had no time to be concerned about such things. When she told me to do
something three or four times and noticed that | just ignored what she said, she then didn’t bother and
left me in peace. | knew then, even in my youngest years that | could use that and | got away with
plenty.

| don’t know whether that young girl even understood the importance of her reproach and she
gave us one of the main reasons why we have so many juvenile criminals. “My mother didn’t care; my
mother had no time to force her child to obey; my mother had no time to force us to carry out her
commands.”

All educators, almost unanimously agree, that the education or as they say, the training of a
child should begin from the “high chair,” meaning from that moment when the child begins to develop
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physically and mentally. It is then that one must rain the child in obedience and in respect for authority
and commands that are given. Thus, if a child throws his spoon or toy on the floor two or three times
and the mother must pick it up each time from the floor, she must command the child to pick up from
the floor whatever he has thrown, because if a child notices that he has a certain power and force by
demonstrating his own stubborn will, this grain of disobedience begins to grow from that early time. Let
no mother insist that this child doesn’t get it, doesn’t understand and doesn’t know what is going on.
The tiniest babe, when he cries and immediately someone picks him up, soon learns what he must do
when he wants to be carried in someone’s arms. The baby begins to cry and continues to cry until
someone shows up, picks the child up out of his cradle, hugs him to herself and then walks about in step
to some song or music. How many times have | seen five-month old Margie quietly lying in her crib
sucking on her thumb or her fist. However, as soon as she noticed her mother, she began to twist and
turn and kick her little feet while crying out loud until her mother picked her up and held her in her
arms. Margie instantly stopped crying although her eyes were still full of tears. However, if her mother
did not pick her up, Margie cried for a few more minutes, but then she would stop and continue to lie
there, peacefully playing with her fingers.

How can parents help to overcome juvenile delinquency? From the moment that the child
recognizes them as Mom and Dad, they must teach and demand that the child obeys. It is not enough to
just give orders. They must see to it that their orders are carried out. In giving orders, parents have no
need to shout or even raise their voice. Anger, indignation and screaming can frighten a child but will
not teach him obedience and will not dispose him to obey. Quietly but firmly and at every occasion, a
parent must explain to a child that he cannot do certain things and he cannot have certain thing because
they are not his but belong to others. In this manner, a child is given its first lesson in respect for
authority and for law. If this is the way parents deal with their children, then, that child, even
involuntarily in later years will show respect for laws, his superiors and authorities in school and at work.
He will also comply with civil laws and authorities. At the same time he will acknowledge that others
also have their rights which cannot be broken, trespassed or cancelled.

Secondly, parents should accustom their children to work. Every child should have some sort of
duty at home such as washing dishes, washing the kitchen utensils, dusting the furniture, scrubbing the
floor, etc. Naturally, the work assigned should not exceed the ability of the child. Just attending classes
in school and doing his school work is not enough for a child. That’s all mental work and you must give
that child some sort of physical or handiwork. One of our old experienced Superiors always reminded us
with words such as “Keep busy, boys. That will keep you out of mischief.” Parents, make sure that your
children have some kind of work. They will thus avoid a lot of problems.

That doesn’t mean that children shouldn’t have any time for recreation. I’'m thinking now of
athletics. There is a well-known saying, “There is a healthy spirit in a healthy body.” Children who love to
engage in races, in playing ball and riding bicycles are not suitable ground for sowing crime. Study, work
and play within their assigned hours create in the child a character that is resistant to influences that are
negative and damaging. This type of child grows up to be a law-abiding man and a gentle woman.
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However, the responsibility for the present outbreak of crime among the ranks of teenagers
cannot be completely placed on the shoulders of fathers and mothers. To a certain extent, we must all
admit our guilt; parents, teachers, priests, the home, school and the Church. | understand that this does
not sound good. A lack of cooperation on the part of these three agents of education caused such a
moral breakdown in teenagers. As an example | only pose these short questions: “What kind of
influence do we have, what kind of control do we possess. What kind of contact do we maintain with
our boys and girls once they leave our parochial schools?” There is no room here, nor is there time for
explanations, reasons or justifications. Too often, however, these young people are left without any
protection, without any supervision. They are left to drift or to go with the tide. Today’s tides speed in
the direction of wantonness and utilization, for “tomorrow is uncertain” and who knows “what the
future may bring.”

Moreover, many of today’s parents are under the impression that it is enough to dress their
children, feed them, give them toys, send them regularly to the movies and weekly give them an
allowance or spending money and that’s all. They then consider themselves exemplary fathers and
mothers, fooling themselves that their children are real angels who are not threatened by any
misfortune and over whom there is not even the tiniest threat of any danger. There is a total lack of this
endless supervision, a lack of this eternally lasting parental protection, a lack of that care needed over
every step of the way in order to properly correct, straighten out and take care of. | am tempted to
laugh when | recall how through the years certain people maintained that poverty caused the greatest
abuse among the young people. Police records verify that at the present time the percentage of crimes
is increasing in the middle class, or that more teenaged criminals come from the families of white-
collared workers and the so called elite class rather than from the homes of poor workers.

| have never yet met any parents, especially mothers, who wanted to believe that their children
could commit some sort of transgression or dared to commit some type of crime. Not too long ago, the
chaplain of a certain prison said, “If every parent treated his/her child as a human being, having the
same temptations and weaknesses as every other child, instead of considering his/her child as a
demigod, there definitely would be less crimes among the young people.” Instead of insisting that, “this
could not happen to my child.” Let every parent see to it that this does not happen. | have already led
several young men to the electric chair, youths who could have avoided such a fate if their mothers had
not believed that this could ever happen to THEIR sons.” Parental negligence and a lack of careful
supervision of the activities of their children lead them into courts, throw them into prison and often
create the beginning of a long term criminal career.

Today’s literature is another great factor in the growth of crime among our young people. It is
filthy, straight from the gutter and from the latrine. The corner news-stands are loaded with
publications which for a dollar praise, elevate and adore that which is most base in a human being. No
one is capable of counting and evaluating the harm and damage done to our boys and girls through this
literary trash; rags of immorality and depravity which poison the minds, hearts and souls of young
people.




